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9T EBTIED

IRichard J. Bauckham rejected the Petrine authorship of 2 Peter, but he conceded
that the author “was probably more immediately dependent on the literature of
Hellenistic Judaism, which had already adapted the terminology of Greek religion and
philosophy ...” (Richard J. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, Word Biblical Commentary, vol. 50
[Waco, Tex.: Word Books, 1983], 180. See Bauckham for examples of Peter’s language
in Hellenistic Jewish and pagan sources). 2F. W. Mattox and John McRay found their
book title in this verse. (F. W. Mattox and John McRay, The Eternal Kingdom: A History
of the Church of Christ [Delight, Ark.: Gospel Light Publishing Co., 1961].) 3Fred
B. Craddock, Preaching (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1985), 159-63. Craddock also
wrote, “There is a fiction abroad among preachers that the familiar is without interest,
without power, and without prophetic edge” (p. 45). “The KJV follows a reading in
this verse that has very little textual support, though it is easier to understand. It reads,
“I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance.” See Michael Green, The
Second Epistle General of Peter and the General Epistle of Jude, rev. ed., Tyndale New
Testament Commentaries, vol. 18 (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing
Co., 1987), 89. The Greek word is exodos, which literally means “a going out.”
"Eusebius Ecclesiastical History 3.39.15. 8Ibid., 2.15.2. °The word order of the phrase
in Matthew is not the same as in 2 Peter. English grammar does not accommodate the
difference in the word order of the Greek. Thus the translation, “This is My beloved
Son, with whom I am well-pleased,” comes out the same in the English translation.
19The NEB has this reading in the margin: “And in the message of the prophets we have
something still more certain.”

In passing, we might note that there are those who cite this verse to argue that
one should not interpret Scripture at all. Scripture should be taken just as it is, not
interpreted, or so it is said. Such an argument entirely misses Peter’s point. Whenever
words are the medium, whether it is Scripture or casual conversation, the one receiving
words of necessity must interpret them. One simply cannot imbibe the words of the
Bible as they are without interpreting them. '2John Stott, The Contemporary Christian
(Leicester, U.K.: Inter-Varsity Press, 1992), 178-79.
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