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Ó*]*#x•…¡*@*Ï $]*l@*Ï|x•…?

nh|*l ©*m |x…@*]* "∏wd*“@*Ï ©JµP©*mÒÛÀ]x, Õ*llh˘* Ó*”¿xø≈ll 
ëëÓ*]*#x•…¡*@*Ï $]*l@*Ï|x•…?íí ÷hËl|Je]*l@*Ï|*l. & ¡xme* WÌJ]*Á*\**lø 
>•…Ù∏y.

Ó*]*#x•…¡*@*Ï $mr˘|*a]x, |x…@*]*l Ël˘—›lmr|*@*JÁ*ldJwx
|x…@*]* Ó*Ï©*w¡*@*Ï ßx#x≈ll\*Æ M*m@**lø fl*]*l Ax…Áx ßxD∏¡x•\*Æßx…¡xhËl|**lø 

ßx•…Ü∏]*ld*w|x: ëëP”…œ, ©*hdx•…±*, ©*Õ*RæJ*, Ü…Ôv¿Jhœ, |*>l, 'Ó*¡J]*, 
*hb¡x, ©Jæ*ld*“, ¿*Õxl|*Õxl $h≤*@*ÏÁ*\x…íí (Á*#Jd*C 5:22, 33). "x…¡* fl*]*l 
& nhÃ*d*lw y…œ≈l M*m@**lø 'dJÒ˘©*ml œ…Õ*Rvı∏ fl≈lAx•h˘|Ja]x.

Ó*Ï*¤ A*lfiÀ|* ÓJPÁ*\*l M*mM*Â©*l@* ¡x”Î©*w]JÁ*l@JÁ* "@*yh|* 
Õ*R¶*mÒ¶*l@* ∂Õ*l•#JÁ*” Ë|*#J@*Ix≈ll nh|*l Õ*RCÁ*Ê…* #x…V*|*Âr 
©*Ò±*À@Je W@*y©*mÒfiÀ|x: ëën‚e|* b…fl@**lø, ©*l@J©*x≈ll\*Æ A*•@*ÏÁ*\*l 
Õ*ld*lw ∏Ø≈R|* M*mÁ*\x•h˘Áx d*lhb|* Õ*l]*@Je]*l@*Ï|*]x•h˘Áx Ax•…Â©*l.1 
Ó*”œ√sd* ¡x”Î©*wyh|* Ó*”©*y©*mÒÛÀ Ó*yÕ*l\*@*Ï $d*]*]*l "@*]* ©*A*@J©*@**lø 
A*l¶*l¡*l@*hdx Õ*R¶*ld*w|x.

AJe|*a]*•, n\xÆ≈l M*m@**lø Ax…Áx ßx\x≈lßx…¡xh|*l |x…@*]*l ÓJPÁ*DÁx 
¡*Â∏|* *hd*]*, "ı@J]*C@Je≈l• "hœÕ*l@Je≈l• "@*]xmr]*• ©*d*lw 
Ax•…Á*l@*]*l. Ó*]*#x•…¡*@*Ï $mr˘|*a]x, ∂ fl*]*l ©*d*w@*]Je>l… 'D≈ll@*]*l, 
"|*l "@*]* ©*˝√À¡*d*v**lø Ël˘—Ø…*Jøe Õ*R¶*l@*Ï|*l, ∂d**l fl*]**lø 
≈R¡x 'hÛlÕ*Rf|**l, "d*lCd*wÕ*l@J|* M*m@**lø 'dJÒ˘©*l@*Ï|*l Ax…Áx 
÷hËl|**lø "@*yÁx ¡*Â∏, "*hd*]* "@*]*l ©*|J¡Jm¡*•Ú ©*d*lw Ax•…Á*l@*hdx 
b¶*l@*Ï|x•…? fl*]*#B Õx•…Û]B§ "Ü¡JyÁ*DÁx "h≤* |x…@*yehd* AxÌ*lo Ël˘—
›l|x, ≈R¡*h|*]x "@*]*l ©*lh|*]*@J|* AJÁ*• Ëm@J|* ¡JCf#JC¡* ¡J]**lø 
'dJÒ˘∏, "|**lø ¶x®x•”›l®B *˘≈lÂr *f∏ "|*l Õ*ll\*le Ax•…Á*l@*hdx 
Õ*R¶*ml ÷hÊı…≈l]*]**•ø EJ‚ ¡xm©*|*@*]**•ø x…Wl©*l@*˘mr.

Ó*]*#x•…¡*@*Ï $mr˘|*a]x, |x…@*]*l ı…œ›lmr|*@*JÁ*lœw|*a*l
P”…œ≈l |x•¶*T∏w¡x≈l ËÁxÈ fl*yÁx |x…@*]* ßx•…æ*x≈lÂr ëëÓJ”‚@*xø… 

©xø…Ød*yÁx•…©*Ú]* ¡x•¶*l@* P”…œehd* AxÙo* P”…œ≈ll ≈R@*|*• $mríí 
(>•…AJ* 15:13) ÷h|*l >l…©*l Ax…\*l@*hdx Õ*Rf|Jax. ÷]*¶*x≈l 
EJÁ*œ¡* Õ*lAJ≈ll|*—|*Âr, "Õxl…y¡*B ©xÎı¡*]* ®x”hÙx•\*Áx flÕ*lv*øyh|* 
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©*Ê…@* Áx”x…¶* ÷©x≈lÂÒ®JÀÁ* "h≤* P”…œ≈ll Ó*”æ*Ov©*mÒfiÀd*l. "|*l 
©x•·…ÛÁx•\*lÆ@* Õx•|*ml, nË^ ©xÎı¡**l Áx”x…f* Õxl…#x b|*la ¡x•h¶**l. 
"|*l ©x•·…ÛÁx•h¶JÁ*, "@**l d*¡*<‚@x… ¡x•mrmÒÛÀ*l, ∂|*]x "@**l d**ø 
÷]*¶*• Ó*¡*ÚÁ*\*Âr|*a ©xÎı¡*]* ÓJ”‚Á*\**lø ]*‡<∏|**l. Ó*]*#x•…¡*@*Ï $]*˘|*a]x, 
¿*•]*J|* AJÁ*• ©J“≤*v]*Ød*J|* ∂ ©xÎı¡**l ¡x•#xÁJ]*J|* ØÛr]**hdx 
"|x… ËA*lÕ*R*@**lø, $Ë^]*• ©*|J¡Jm¡*•Ú ©*d*lwAx•…Á*l@*|**lø Ó*¶x|*l 
¡x•\*lÆœw|*a*l. ∂ y…œ≈lÂr fl*]**lø *f©*l@* |x…@*yÁx xÎœ¡*dxÁ*\*l 
$]*l@*˘mr.

Ó*]*#x•…¡*@*Ï $mr˘|*a]x, |x…@*]*l ¡*•”]*Je]*ldJwx
fl*]* A*˝|*≈lÁ*\*Âr |x…@*]*l ëëıd*Cd*“@**lø $fiÀ|Jaxíí (Ó*”©*he 3:11). 

∂ ¡J]*‚˘h|* ≈R@*Ï|x… ©JæJ]*‚ @*C‡C≈ll ÷h|xh˘Á*• ©J≈lml 
Ë≈l©*l@*˘mr, ∂|*]x ©*lV¡*]*@J|*, "hd*CWmr|* "∏wd*“|*, ëëıd*CÊ…@*íí¡JÚe 
Ë≈l©*ldJwx (œ…d* 1:2). "h≤* ∂*h|**¡*]*@J|* Ã*W±*C¡xÚ |x…@*]*l 
©*µ\* n|*e©*˘|*a]x, ∂d**l *Õ*lπ A*˝|*≈lÁ*\*Âr ıd*Cd*“@**lø $¶*l@*|*]*Âr 
‡…\J|*@*Je]*lœw|*a*l.

Ó*]*#x•…¡*@*Ï $|*a]x, *]*¡*@*˙ $]*ld*w|x
Ël˘— Ø…**mr|*, "xÎœ¡*dx›lmr|*, ¡*•”]**mr|*, P”…œ≈ll\*Æ |x…@*]*l 

AJÁ*• *Õxlπmryehd* AxÌ*lo Ël˘—@*hd*Je]*l@Jd**l, ëëıd*C ßxh‡›l]*l@*íí 
(Õ*ldJw≈l 25:41) ©*µ\*@*Ï ¡xm@*Ï fl*yÁx ©*y≈R|* ©*µ\*@Je]*l@*|xh|*l 
œD˘]*ldJwx. *]*¡*@*Ï Ó*]*#x•…¡*@*Ï ıfl@J|*|Jae]*l@*hdx>l… $]*l@*Ï|*l 
÷hËl|**lø J@*Ï œD≈l|x… $|*a]*• J@*Ï |x…@*]* n\xÆ≈ld**@**lø Vhf©*ml 
$mr@x… ∂d***lø â…‡©*ml æxÎ≈lvÁx•\*Æ|*±*lÀ "x…¡* Ó*Ï]J@xÁ*\**lø J@*Ï 
x•…f|xa…@x.

∂d**l Õ*R¶*ßx…¡Je]*|x… $]*l@JÁ* ∂d**l *Õ*lπ*lø "∏wd*“|*Âr d*h|**l 
Õ*ld*lw ÓJPÁ*DÁJe ∂d**l P”…œ≈l*lø Ó*”¡*fi∏|**l (]x•…Õ*RÓ*Ï]* 3:23), 
"|*l $f… flÁ*œwÁx W©*wy©*mÒ¶*ld*w|x (>•…AJ* 3:16; 1 >•…AJ* 2:2). 
∂d**l P”…œ ©*“]*•Ó**l (1 >•…AJ* 4:8, 16) Õ*ld*lw JC≈l œ…Wv¡x≈l 
˘*|*h|*l ∂d**l d*Ó*Ò*lø Õ*R¶*l@*˘mr. *]*¡*¡xÚ fl*]**lø ¡*\*lØ©*l@*Ï|*l 
∂d** A*˝|*≈l¡xÚ |*l¤V@**løhÛl Õ*R¶*ld*w|x (>lAxExÚ…m 33:11).

fiÓ*ÒΩ
1Adapted from David Van Biema, “Does Heaven Exist?” Time (24 March 

1997): 70-78.
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