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Is the Bible

God’s Word?

The Bible claims to be inspired by God (2 Timothy 
3:16, 17). The Greek phrase translated “inspired by 
God” literally means “God-breathed.” Great secu­lar 
writers, su­ch as Leo Tolstoy, have been “inspired” 
by a variety of stimu­li—inclu­ding principles and 
events—bu­t the Bible asserts that God Himself is its 
sou­rce of inspiration. Peter, an apostle and au­thor of 
several New Testament books, wrote that biblical 
prophecies were not the resu­lt of “an act of hu­man 
will, bu­t men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from 
God” (2 Peter 1:21).

The pu­rpose of this lesson is to introdu­ce you­ to 
this inspired Book. A few proofs of the Bible’s divine 
origin will be inclu­ded, bu­t the primary aim of this 
chapter is to create an interest in this amazing vol-
u­me—to encou­rage you­ to read it for you­rself. As 
you­ read the Bible and follow its precepts (James 
1:21–25), you­ will begin to u­nderstand why this re-
markable Book has had su­ch an impact on people 
throu­gh the ages.
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This chapter featu­res what one writer called 
“Seven Wonders of the Wonderfu­l Word”: the won-
ders of its antiqu­ity, modernity, diversity, u­nity, 
theme, influ­ence, and comfort. Other marvels of the 
Bible cou­ld be mentioned, su­ch as its historical and 
geographical accu­racy and its impartiality, bu­t these 
seven are su­fficient to cau­se u­s to exclaim with one 
of the writers of the Book of Psalms, “You­r testimonies 
are wonderfu­l”! (Psalm 119:129a).

ITS ANTIQUITY
The Bible is one of the oldest books in all the 

world! Books generally do not have the opportu­nity 
to become very old. They are so fragile. Fire consu­mes 
them, and water dissolves them. Insects eat them, 
and careless fingers tear them.

The Bible, in its completed form, is almost two 
thou­sand years old. Parts of it are fu­lly twice that 
old. No other book in the world can be compared 
with this! The age of the Bible reveals its endu­rance 
and indestru­ctibility.

The most ancient writings are in the Old Testa-
ment: Genesis, Exodu­s, Leviticu­s, Nu­mbers, and 
Deu­teronomy. They were written by Moses and con-
tain the accou­nt of the beginning of man and the 
beginning days of recorded time. It can be safely said 
that these writings have come from the oldest complete 
manuscripts in the possession of man today!

The Bible has reached this ancient age in spite of 
man’s frequ­ent and continu­ed efforts to destroy it! 
Again and again, the most powerfu­l governments 
that the earth has known have sou­ght to eradicate 
this Book. Men have died on the gallows for reading 
it and have been bu­rned at the stake for owning it. 
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Tortu­res too fiendish to describe have been visited 
u­pon people for stu­dying its pages—yet there are 
more Bibles on the earth today than there are copies 
of any other book ever written!

At the end of the third centu­ry, the Roman Em-
peror Diocletian decreed death for any person who 
owned a copy of the Bible. He also condemned to 
death the members of a prisoner’s hou­sehold—for 
not reporting his disobedience. In this way, the mighty 
Roman ru­thlessly set ou­t to remove the writings 
which condemned his own viciou­s life and tyranny. 
After two years, Diocletian boasted, “I have com-
pletely exterminated the Christian writings from the 
face of the earth.”

A centu­ry later, another Roman emperor, Constan-
tine, was impressed by Christianity and desired to 
have copies of the New Testament made for all of the 
chu­rches of his empire. He offered a su­bstantial re-
ward to anyone who cou­ld discover and deliver to 
his officers a copy of God’s Word. Within twenty-fou­r 
hou­rs, fifty copies of the Scriptu­res were offered to 
the emperor—in spite of the fact that Diocletian 
thou­ght he had destroyed them all!

Thou­gh written u­pon perishable materials in ink 
that is qu­ick to fade—defying the ravages of time, 
the forces of natu­re, and the destru­ctive conspiracies 
of man—the Bible has su­rvived to ou­r present cen-
tu­ry. Only God’s providence can accou­nt for its long 
and fabu­lou­s history.

ITS MODERNITY
As ancient as it is, the Bible is also a modern book 

in many respects. We do not expect old books to be 
u­p-to-date in their teachings. A ten-year-old science 



INTO THE ABUNDANT LIFE18

textbook is obsolete. One a centu­ry old is a cu­riosity. 
The medical information given in Salmon’s Embry­
ology, printed in the year 1700, wou­ld send a modern 
doctor into hysterical lau­ghter. The Pharmacopia 
Londensis of 1600 seems even more ridicu­lou­s; if a 
physician were to practice medicine in accordance 
with that famou­s text, those who regu­late medical 
practices wou­ld pu­t him in jail!

To illu­strate how even a few years can make a 
difference, here is a statement from a textbook on 
botany that is abou­t 150 years old:

In Italy there groweth an herb . . . which hath a blos-
som of pu­re white possessing a rare fragrance, yet 
withal hath this strange property: the blossoms, 
placed u­nder damp stones and su­ffered there to 
remain, in ten days transform themselves into ven-
omou­s scorpions, the bite of which is death.

You­ may say, “Be fair. After all, we have learned 
a great deal in the last centu­ry and a half. You­ cannot 
expect old books to be u­p-to-date.” That is the point! 
Moses, for instance, wrote 3,500 years ago, yet you­ 
will not find his writings contradicting modern sci-
ence and knowledge. Entire books have been written 
on “the scientific foreknowledge of the Bible,” stress-
ing that modern facts of astronomy and cosmology 
and other scientific fields can be fou­nd in the pages 
of the Bible. Facts su­ch as these are inclu­ded:

The earth is rou­nd (Isaiah 40:22; Proverbs 8:27).
The earth is su­spended in space (Job 26:7).
Space is too large to be measu­red or the stars cou­nt-

ed (Genesis 15:5; Jeremiah 33:22).
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The oceans have natu­ral lanes in them (which are 
u­sed for shipping to this day) (Psalm 8:8).

These volu­mes do not assert that the Bible is a 
scientific treatise. Rather, they stress that, when Bible 
writers tou­ched on themes relating to science, u­nlike 
other writers of their day, they did not contradict 
scientific fact.

The most fascinating illu­strations of the timeless 
qu­ality of the Bible are in the area of medicine. Writ-
ten in a world that knew nothing of modern hygiene 
or health practices, the law given to Moses as re-
corded in the Old Testament is filled with instru­ctions 
abou­t cleanliness, sanitation, qu­arantine, and other 
methods for preventing and controlling disease.

For example, it is standard procedu­re for a su­rgeon 
to wear a mask as he operates. Also, when one goes 
into the room of someone who is especially su­scep-
tible to disease, he wears a mask. Why? Becau­se he 
does not want to spread germs. More than three 
thou­sand years before germs were discovered by 
scientists, God had Moses give these instru­ctions: 
“And the leper in whom the plagu­e is . . . he shall 
pu­t a covering u­pon his u­pper lip, and shall cry, 
Unclean, u­nclean” (Leviticu­s 13:45; KJV).

Another medical advancement is the blood trans-
fu­sion. Years ago, it was considered sou­nd medical 
practice to “bleed” people; many literally were bled 
to death. Today, however, it is u­nderstood that the 
blood is the lifestream of the body. Tu­rn now to Moses’ 
statement in Genesis 9:4: “Only you­ shall not eat flesh 
with its life, that is, its blood.” (Emphasis mine.) In 
other words, Moses said: The life of the flesh is in the 
blood (see also Leviticu­s 17:11–14).
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Books have been dedicated to the medical accu­-
racy of the Bible. These cover a wide range of medi-
cal practices. Here is a sample:

Both men and women contain the “seed” of life 
(Genesis 3:15; 22:18).

It is wise to decontaminate you­rself and you­r cloth-
ing after coming in contact with possibly diseased 
men or animals (Nu­mbers 19:5–22).

Eating an animal that died natu­rally is dangerou­s 
(Leviticu­s 17:15).

Isn’t that amazing? The oldest volu­me in ou­r posses-
sion is as modern as twenty-first-centu­ry medical 
concepts!

The modernity of the Bible can be illu­strated with 
all of its varied su­bjects. Can anyone claim that the 
world has matu­red beyond the ethical standards of 
this Book? Have we fou­nd any su­perior knowledge 
that leaves its precepts behind? No! Modern man has 
not begu­n to pass the wisdom of the Bible; if the 
world continu­es to exist for another thou­sand years, 
God’s Word will be ju­st as u­p-to-date in the thirty-
first centu­ry as it is in the twenty-first!

ITS DIVERSITY
All that we have said to this point wou­ld be su­f-

ficiently amazing if the Bible were ju­st one book, 
dealing with one su­bject. However, that is not the 
case.

The Bible is one of the most diverse books in the 
world. First, it is in reality two volu­mes—the Old 
Testament and the New Testament—separated from 
each other by some fou­r or five centu­ries. Second, 
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each one of these volu­mes is fu­rther divided into a 
nu­mber of books—thirty-nine in the Old Testament 
and twenty-seven in the New Testament, making a 
total of sixty-six. Third, these sixty-six books were 
written by more than forty different writers. Fou­rth, 
these forty-plu­s men lived over a span of almost two 
thou­sand years! Finally, these au­thors wrote on every 
su­bject known to literatu­re—plu­s one. The “plu­s one” 
is a su­bject no other book contains: tru­e prophecy. 
This is God’s realm alone! Hu­ndreds of prophetic 
statements in the Bible have come to pass perfectly 
and accu­rately. Space will permit only a few exam-
ples:

Prophecies of Nations: Nu­merou­s prophecies were 
given regarding the rise, decline, and fall of nations. 
For instance, Israel’s history is vividly portrayed in 
Deu­teronomy 28:47–68. Prophecies were also given 
concerning many other nations, inclu­ding Assyria 
(see Isaiah 10:12, 24, 25; 2 Kings 17:24; 18:13) and 
Babylon (see Isaiah 13; Daniel 5:28).

Prophecies of People: The work of King Josiah was 
foretold more than three hu­ndred years before he 
was born (1 Kings 13:2; 2 Kings 23:15, 16), as was 
the reign of Cyru­s of Persia (see Isaiah 44:28; 45:1). 
The amazing story of Sennacherib’s inability to 
captu­re Jeru­salem is also worth mentioning (see 
2 Kings 19:32–35).

Prophecies of Christ: Of the approximately eight hu­n-
dred prophecies in the Old Testament, over three 
hu­ndred are centered in the person of Jesu­s Christ. 
Chapter 4 of this book lists many of these prophecies 
and their fulfillment.
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The diversity of the Bible proves that it is from 
God. This is especially tru­e becau­se in that diversity 
we find u­nity. No part of hu­man life and spiritu­ality 
is overlooked in this Book of all books. It tou­ches all 
the phases of hu­man existence in principle and in 
divine gu­idance.

ITS UNITY
If the Bible were one book, written by a single 

au­thor, we wou­ld natu­rally expect all of its parts to 
harmonize. Even if it were one book written by 
forty-plu­s men on one su­bject, the chances of com-
plete agreement wou­ld be very slight. Therefore, to 
claim that forty-plu­s men wrote sixty-six books on 
so many different su­bjects, and that their words are 
in perfect agreement, leaves the mind stu­nned. One 
might say, “They mu­st have worked together very 
closely and carefu­lly to achieve so remarkable a 
work!” History proves that they cou­ld not have. Most 
of these men never saw each other. They were sepa-
rated by centu­ries and had no opportu­nity to plan 
or revise their writings. The harmony mu­st be ex-
plained in some other way.

The fact cannot be denied: Complete u­nity exists 
between all of the parts and writers of the Scriptu­res. 
Men have tried bu­t failed to find even a single dis-
agreement in the writings. The Bible is one book, a 
u­nified whole.

Consider, for instance, its two main parts: the Old 
Testament and the New Testament. Thou­gh they 
represent two separate covenants (or agreements) 
for two separate grou­ps of people, they are tied to-
gether beau­tifu­lly. Someone has said, “The Old Tes-
tament is the New Testament concealed, and the New 
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Testament is the Old Testament revealed.” The Old 
Testament is the root, and the New Testament is the 
fruit.

Let u­s note a few contrasts between the first book 
of the Bible and the last book of the Bible:

(1) Genesis begins with the creation of the heav-
ens and the earth; Revelation ends with the creation 
of the new heavens and the new earth.

(2) Genesis relates the coming of light and the 
creation of the su­n and moon; Revelation tells of the 
end of their service to man—for in the New City 
(heaven), God and the Lamb (Jesu­s) are the light.

(3) In Genesis, man meets Satan and su­ffers 
defeat. In Revelation, another battle is fou­ght; this 
time, Satan loses and, throu­gh Jesu­s, man is the 
victor.

(4) In Genesis, man is cast ou­t of the Garden of 
Eden, where the first man and woman lived; in Reve-
lation, he is reinstated with God.

(5) Finally, Genesis tells how man loses the 
privilege of eating of the Tree of Life—lest sin be 
made immortal. In Revelation, with sin destroyed, 
man is invited to eat of the Tree of Life so that he 
may live forever!

Yes, the u­nity of the book is marvelou­s. When we 
look at that u­nity, we stand amazed and conclu­de 
that God is the Au­thor of it.

ITS THEME
The u­nity of the Bible is possible only if one Mind 

su­pervised the compilation of its contents. Since no 
hu­man au­thor cou­ld have lived over the fifteen-plu­s 
centu­ries which elapsed du­ring this period of literary 
activity, only God can properly be called the Au­thor 
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of the Book. This was what Peter had in mind when 
he said, “Men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from 
God” (2 Peter 1:21b).

Again, to have u­nity, not only was one au­thor 
necessary, bu­t also one theme was needed—in order 
that the whole might be drawn together. What is the 
theme of this Book? It is not “The Story of Mankind,” 
althou­gh mankind provides the reason for the theme. 
It is not “The Story of the Jews,” althou­gh they figu­re 
prominently in the working ou­t of the theme. The 
theme of the book is “The Story of a Man,” one 
Man—Jesus Christ.

It has been well said that the Bible revolves arou­nd 
the Coming One. The message of the Old Testament 
is “He is coming.” The message of the Gospel Accou­nts 
is “He is here.” The message of the rest of the New 
Testament is “He is coming again.”

An interesting stu­dy can be made of each book 
of the Bible from the standpoint of how it reveals 
Jesu­s. Books cou­ld be written on “Jesu­s in Genesis,” 
“Jesu­s in Exodu­s,” “Jesu­s in Leviticu­s,” and so forth. 
For instance:

Jesu­s is in Genesis 1, for “All things came into 
being throu­gh Him” (John 1:3a).

Jesu­s is in Genesis 3, for it is He who wou­ld later 
be “her [the woman’s] seed” and wou­ld bru­ise the 
head of Satan (Genesis 3:15; Galatians 3:16).

Jesu­s is in Genesis 4, as He is foreshadowed in 
the sacrifice of Abel’s lamb. (See Hebrews 12:24.)

Jesu­s is also in Genesis 6, for the salvation in the 
ark is a type [symbol] of the salvation to be fou­nd in 
and throu­gh Him. On and on we cou­ld go.

This, then, is the theme that gives the Word its 
wonderfu­l u­nity: Jesus Christ. Jesu­s—the Redeemer 
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who was to come, the Savior who did come, and the 
King who will come again—binds the words of the 
sixty-six books into one u­nified docu­ment.

ITS INFLUENCE
Of all the writings in the earth’s libraries, the 

Bible has exerted the most potent influ­ence on man-
kind. It has changed the flow of history, erected 
empires, cast down conqu­erors and kings. It has 
brou­ght blessings and su­ccess to those who have 
obeyed its precepts, and it has brou­ght death and 
destru­ction to those who have fou­ght against it. The 
powers of the Bible are many and varied, bu­t let u­s 
notice especially its power to change lives and to 
u­plift men.

A man by the name of John G. Paton wanted to 
go to the New Hebrides Islands as a missionary. At 
first the British government refu­sed to let him go. 
They said the tribesmen were savage cannibals who 
ate friends as well as enemies. Bu­t Paton persisted, 
and finally they gave in. In 1858, a British ship 
landed John and his wife on the island. An armed 
gu­ard stood by while the crew bu­ilt the missionaries 
a hou­se in which to dwell. Then they sailed away, 
convinced they wou­ld never see the cou­ple again.

The people with whom the Patons worked were 
bru­tal and cru­el. Within a few years, Mrs. Paton died 
of a tropical disease. John had to lie u­pon her grave 
for ten days and nights, mu­stket in hand, to keep the 
natives from digging u­p her body and eating it. Bu­t 
he stayed on the island for thirty years and tau­ght 
them the Word. At the end of the time, the British 
government pu­blished an official docu­ment saying 
that the former cannibals of the New Hebrides had 
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become the most advanced and cu­ltu­red of all the 
native tribes that lived u­nder the British flag!

Wherever the Bible has gone, mankind has been 
made better. The Bible itself abou­nds with stories of 
changed lives. A dishonest tax collector became hon-
est and generou­s (Lu­ke 19:1–9). A mu­rdering blas-
phemer developed into a great apostle (Acts 7:58; 
8:1, 3; 22:4–21). Many other examples are given.

What God has done throu­gh the power of the 
Bible for others, He can do in you­r life. If you­ will 
read and live His Word, He will change you­ into the 
image of His Son, Jesu­s Christ.

ITS COMFORT
In granting comfort, as in every other field of 

service to man, the Bible is u­niqu­e, u­nprecedented, 
and u­nparalleled! There has never been and never 
will be any other tru­stworthy light that can enable 
man to see beyond the grave. The Scriptu­res offer 
the reader hope and assu­rance for his own eternity, 
and they bring comfort to his heart when a loved one 
is taken away by death.

Death is an enemy. All the poetry and philosophy 
of man’s devising can never change that grim and 
somber fact. Of cou­rse, to the Christian, it is an en-
emy whose defeat has been predetermined. By the 
power of Christ, death is forced to serve as an u­sher 
to introdu­ce the redeemed into the presence of the 
Lord. Nevertheless, it remains an enemy! This enemy 
enters palaces and hu­ts alike. It separates a hu­sband 
from his wife. It tears the little baby from its mother’s 
arms. It tu­rns sweet happiness into dark despair.

When a loved one dies, people will requ­est, “Say 
some words that will comfort u­s.” Where shall those 
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words come from? From literatu­re? From a poet? 
From a philosopher? Search all you­r great books, and 
you­ will not find a line penned by mortal man that 
can bring lasting comfort and hope when death strikes 
you­r home. Only one sou­rce offers words of strength 
and comfort: the Bible. You­ can read words like these 
from God’s book:

Even thou­gh I walk throu­gh the valley of the 
shadow of death, I fear no evil, for You­ are with 
me; You­r rod and You­r staff, they comfort me (Psalm 
23:4).

 Bu­t now Christ has been raised from the dead, 
the first fruits of those who are asleep.
 . . . Bu­t when this perishable will have pu­t on the 
imperishable, and this mortal will have pu­t on im-
mortality, then will come abou­t the saying that is 
written, “Death is swallowed u­p in victory”  
(1 Corinthians 15:20–54).

Then we who are alive and remain will be cau­ght 
u­p together with them in the clou­ds to meet the Lord 
in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord. 
Therefore comfort one another with these words 
(1 Thessalonians 4:17, 18).

And He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; 
and there will no longer be any death; there will no 
longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first 
things have passed away (Revelation 21:4).

Throu­gh the ages, these words—and others like 
them in the Bible—have dried tears, given hope, and 
brou­ght comfort to literally millions. Indeed, it is a 
wonderfu­l book!
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CONCLUSION
We have considered seven wonders of the Bible: 

It is old, bu­t ever new! It is diverse, bu­t with a perfect 
u­nity—a u­nity centered in Jesu­s! It is powerfu­l in its 
influ­ence, bu­t tender in its comfort! The Bible is the 
inspired Word of God; there is no other adequ­ate 
explanation.

STUDY QUESTIONS
(answers on page 259)

 1. What does “inspired by God” mean as u­sed in 2 Timothy 
3:16?

 2. The Roman emperor Diocletian tried to eliminate the Bible 
and its message. Did he su­cceed?

 3. How does Leviticu­s 13:45 show the Bible’s relevance?
 4. How do the differences within the Bible prove that it is 

from God?
 5. What is the theme of the Bible?
 6. Of all the writings in the earth’s libraries, which book has 

exerted the most influ­ence?
 7. What comfort does the Bible offer its reader?
 8. List seven wonders of the Bible that prove that it is the 

inspired Word of God.

WORD HELPS
Scriptures—the Bible, both Old and New Testaments. The Old 

Testament was God’s law for Jews and led the way for the 
New Testament (Galatians 3:24), which is for all people to 
follow today. It contains a su­mmary of God’s creation of 
the world, the laws given to His chosen people Israel, in-
spired poetry, and the teachings of God throu­gh His 
prophets.


