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IThis assumes that the friends are true friends who “encourage us in God” (see 1 Sam. 23:16).
20On the other side of the isthmus, the western seaport serving Corinth was Lechaeum (or Lechaion),
next to the Corinthian Gulf of the Adriatic Sea. Examples of verbal instructions are found in Acts
9:11; 10:5, 6. Samples of written instructions in ancient correspondence are found in S. R. Llewelyn,
“Directions for the Delivery of Letters and the Epistles of St. Paul,” in Ancient History in a Modern
University, vol. 2, Early Christianity, Late Antiquity and Beyond, ed. T. W. Hillard, R. A. Kearsley,
C. E. V. Nixon, and A. M. Nobbs (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1998),
184-94. 4The Analytical Greek Lexicon (London: Samuel Bagster & Sons, 1971), 344, 203. SLeon
Morris, The Epistle to the Romans (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1988),
529. “In the Lord,” “in Christ,” and “in Christ Jesus” are found eleven times in Romans 16, which
indicates this was an important concept to Paul. °A woman named Lydia (Acts 16:14) traveled from
Asia to Macedonia to engage in business. “John R. W. Stott, The Message of Romans: God’s Good
News for the World, The Bible Speaks Today (Downers Grove, Il1.: Inter-Varsity Press, 1994), 392.
81t is sometimes said that the feminine form of diakonos is used in Romans 16:1; however, according
to Jack P. Lewis, there is no feminine form of diakonos. He said that it is “an indeclinable Greek
word” (Jack P. Lewis, Exegesis of Difficult Passages [Searcy, Ark.: Resource Publications, 1988],
105). *Some say that the use of the phrase “a servant of the church” is proof that she was an official
deaconess, but I have known hundreds of godly women who were “servants of the church” without
holding any official position. '°If 1 Timothy 3:11 is a listing of qualifications for being a deaconess,
it is strangely brief. Some eighteen-year-old unmarried females could meet those criteria.
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Lewis, 108. This third-century Syrian document is Didascalia Apostolorum. Ibid., 109.
13Stott, 394. There is some evidence that Paul’s letter to Rome circulated in various forms, but
there is no evidence that chapter 16 ever circulated apart from chapters 1 through 15. “The only
other letter by Paul in which he sent similar greetings was to the church in Colossae (Col. 4:15,
17). Both Rome and Colossae were cities Paul had not visited (1:13—15; Col. 1:7, 8). '5Stott, 392;
citing Emil Brunner, The Letter to the Romans—A Commentary (Philadelphia: Westminster Press,
1959), 126. '°Priscilla and Aquila are mentioned six times in the New Testament (Acts 18:2, 18, 26;
Rom. 16:3; 1 Cor. 16:19; 2 Tim. 4:19). Priscilla is listed first in four of the references. '’Solomon’s
Porch, or Portico, was in the Court of the Gentiles at the temple complex in Jerusalem. '*Since
most private dwellings did not have three stories, this was probably an apartment complex such
as was common in Rome and in cities that imitated Rome. (Troas was a Roman colony.) '*Dale
Hartman, sermon preached at Eastside church of Christ, Midwest City, Oklahoma, 21 December
2003. 2°Some who prefer the KIV wording suggest that Epaenetus was the first one in Stephanas’
household to be baptized.

21Jim McGuiggan, The Book of Romans, Looking Into The Bible Series (Lubbock, Tex.: Montex
Publishing Co., 1982), 441. *?There is a textual question regarding whether Paul said “worked ...
for you” or “worked ... for us” (see KJV). If the NASB wording is correct, it is interesting that Paul
knew of the work Mary had done in Rome (see 1:8). 2*Walter Bauer, 4 Greek-English Lexicon of
the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, 3d ed., rev. and ed. Frederick W. Danker
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 480. **Since this term includes both males and
females, it does not help us to decide between “Junias” and “Junia.” 2W. E. Vine, Merrill F. Unger,
and William White, Jr., Vine'’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words
(Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1985), 342. 2°F. F. Bruce, The Letter of Paul to the Romans,
2d ed., The Tyndale New Testament Commentaries (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans
Publishing Co., 1985), 259. 2’William Barclay, The Letter to the Romans, rev. ed., The Daily Study
Bible (Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1975), 212. 28J. B. Lightfoot, Saint Paul’s Epistle to the
Philippians, 4th ed. (London: Macmillan and Co., 1879), 177. ?Bauer, 941-42. 3*Vine, 35-36.

31Bruce, 259. ¥A “freedman” was a slave who had obtained his freedom. **Bruce, 260.
3For information on Herod’s family, see David L. Roper, Acts I—14, Truth for Today Commentary
(Searcy, Ark.: Resource Publications, 2001), 440-44, 546. 33Paul later tried but failed to convert one
from the Herod family, King Herod Agrippa II (Acts 25:13—26:32). 3*Morris, 536. *"Barclay, 214.
3The possibility that this was the case is increased by the fact that men of Cyrene were among those
who first brought the gospel to Gentiles at Antioch (Acts 11:19-21). ¥“Hermes” and “Hermas” look
almost the same, but the two names are as different as Roper and Ripper. “Hermes” was the name of
the Greek god called Mercury by the Romans; it was also a common slave name. “Hermas” is thought
to be a shortened form of some longer, unknown name. *“*Philologus” means “lover of words.”

#IIn those days, a handshake was mainly used to seal an agreement (see Gal. 2:9). “Hartman.
4 Application can be made to Christians who make matters of opinion into matters of faith and
so divide the body, violating Paul’s teaching in Romans 14; 15. However, the description of the
teachers in Romans 16:17-20a better suits false teachers in general. #Stott, 399-400. **Vine, 179.
40Ibid., 394. ¥Barclay also gave this translation. (Barclay, 217.) “*Vine, 47. ¥On some occasions
false teachers need to be confronted, but here Paul was primarily urging Christians to avoid giving
them an opportunity to spread their error. >’Bauer, 1089.

S'W. Grundmann, “kakds,” in Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, ed. Gerhard Kittel
and Gerhard Friedrich, trans. and abr. Geoffrey W. Bromiley (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans
Publishing Co., 1985), 393. 32Vine, 291. **See Bauer, 976. >*Paul called Timothy his “child in the
Lord” (1 Cor. 4:17), indicating that he had converted him. We may deduce from Acts 16:1, 2 that
Timothy was from Lystra. Timothy was probably converted in Lystra when Paul and Barnabas were
on the first missionary journey. (Acts 14:6-23 tells about the missionaries’ stay in Lystra during
the first journey.) **Roman citizens had three names, as many of us do. The Romans called these
the praenomen (first name), nomen gentile (family name), and cognomen (nickname or personal
name). (Bruce, 265.) >*Many in the US pronounce Erastus with the emphasis on the second syllable:
“E-RAS-tus.” This name is still used by the Greeks today. However, they put the emphasis on the
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first syllable: “ER-uh-stus.” 3"The Analytical Greek Lexicon, 284. ¥John McRay, Archaeology
and the New Testament (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Book House, 1991), 331. A photo of the
inscription is included on this page. One also appears in David L. Roper, Acts 15—28, Truth for
Today Commentary (Searcy, Ark.: Resource Publications, 2001), 542. *Parents in the US have
also been known to give their children names that are actually Latin numbers. The tenth daughter
of Restoration leader Alexander Campbell was named Decima. ®“There is some question about this
ending to Romans since it appears in various places in different ancient manuscripts. For a believer,
it is enough to know that God providentially preserved it for us in this location. What a wonderful
closing it provides for this great document!

6"McGuiggan, 446. °>Some believe that “prophets” refers to New Testament prophets (inspired
spokesmen for God). Since Paul constantly quoted from the Old Testament in his letter to the Romans,
it seems better to take “prophets” as a reference to Old Testament prophets. **Barclay, 222. “*Warren
W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, vol. 1 (Wheaton, Ill.: Victor Books, 1989), 565.
%Quoted in Leonard Louis Levinson, Webster s Unafraid Dictionary (New York: Collier Books,
1967), 92. ®Adapted from Into the Abundant Life, 2d ed. (Searcy, Ark.: Truth for Today World
Mission School, 2012), 250-54. ¢’Several thoughts in this paragraph were adapted from Bruce Barton,
David Veerman, Neil Wilson, Romans, Life Application Bible Commentary series (Wheaton, I11.:
Tyndale House Publishers, 1992), 296. ®*Adapted from Charles R. Swindoll, Relating to Others in
Love: A Study of Romans 12—16 (Anaheim, Calif.: Insight for Living, 1985), 78. Dale Hartman,
sermon preached at Eastside church of Christ, Midwest City, Oklahoma, 26 February 2006.
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