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"Everett F. Harrison, Introduction to the New Testament (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. Eerd-
mans Publishing Co., 1964), 386. 2 Some of the ancient texts read “Simon” in 1:1 and others have
“Simeon,” but the evidence for reading “Simeon” appears to be stronger. When referring to Peter,
the spelling “Simeon” occurs only here and in Acts 15:14. 3A good presentation of the external evi-
dence for 1 Peter can be found in J. Ramsey Michaels, / Peter, Word Biblical Commentary, vol. 49
(Waco, Tex.: Word Books, 1988), xxxi-xxxiv. For 2 Peter see Charles Bigg, Epistles of St. Peter and
St. Jude, International Critical Commentary (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1902), 199-210. “Eusebius
Ecclesiastical History 3.3.1, 4; 3.25.3. Eusebius himself seems to have had doubts about the letter’s
being genuine. See Donald Guthrie, New Testament Introduction (Downers Grove, I11.: Inter-Varsity
Press, 1970), 671-84. Guthrie argued that while it was common practice in the New Testament pe-
riod to write a document and attribute it to some famous person, it was not common to cast such a
document in the form of a letter. °It is not clear why James comes first and Jude last. "Acts 15:7 is
the last reference to Peter in Jerusalem. $For example, see Richard J. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter; Word
Biblical Commentary, vol. 50 (Waco, Tex.: Word Books, 1983), 135-51. °Among the extensive litera-
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ture on the subject, see Martin Hengel, Judaism and Hellenism (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1974),
1:58-106. °Gnosticism is a complicated heresy that made inroads into many churches in the second
century. Primitive forms of the doctrine appear in the letters of John and perhaps in Colossians and
the Pastoral Epistles. ''The Arian controversy of a few centuries later denied the Lord’s full divinity.
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