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G NINED .

'The word occurs elsewhere in 1 Corinthians 2:14; 15:44, 46 and James 3:15. According
to Walter Bauer, the word pertains “to the life of the natural world and whatever belongs to it,
in contrast to the realm of experience whose central characteristic is [spirit].” (Walter Bauer, 4
Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, 3d ed., rev.
and ed. Frederick William Danker [Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000], 1100.) The
word aionios, “eternal,” is the adjective form of the noun that means “age” (aion). Thus “eternal”
properly means “characteristic of the age to come.” When a believer puts on Christ in baptism,

he is heir to life that is somehow like the life to be experienced in the age to come.
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