+ Q Peter 3:14-16

What to Do As You Wait

“Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things,
be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and
blameless, and regard the patience of our Lord to be
salvation; just as also our beloved brother Paul, ac-
cording to the wisdom given him, wrote to you, as also
in all his letters, speaking in them of these things, in
which are some things hard to understand, which the
untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest
of the Scriptures, to their own destruction” (3:14-
16).

Imagine the case of a man who has been cast
upon a dreary inhospitable, deserted island. He
knows the “mayday” message was heard, the
coordinates of his location were understood,
and that soon a vessel will come and bear him
away. He paces its barren and deserted sands,
looks at the overcast sky, and anxiously awaits
the arrival of the rescue ship which will carry
him to a land of light and life. Such is much like
the Christian saint. He is an exile far from his
home. His sentiments are correctly stated in the
emotionally charged statements of Paul, “For
indeed in this house we groan, longing to be
clothed with our dwelling from heaven; . . .
indeed while we are in this tent, we groan, being
burdened, . . .” (2 Corinthians 5:2, 4). Peter ex-
pressed this sentiment when he exhorted his
readers to be “looking for and hastening the
coming of the day of God” (3:12). The believer
knows that the rescue vessel is prepared and the
convoy is ready which will bear him away from
a barren wilderness to a happy land flowing
with milk and honey. But the rescue seems so far
away! It seems we are stuck waiting to be rescued.

The anxiety of waiting is well known. Each of
us has yearned for some important event to
arrive, and the waiting has seemed endless. Each
passing day adds to the anxiety of the delay.
Delays areirritating and depressing. The gloomy
periods of waiting spawned the Army’s ridicu-
lous motto, “Hurry up and wait!”

Peter’s present words are written to brethren
who, like us, were stuck waiting for the second
coming. They were impatient and restless. The
thought that the second coming would never take
place had pricked the minds of several (3:4). Peter
turns to this delay and deals with it so hisbrethren
could accept the delay and act properly during it.

The delay in the Lord’s return is alluded to in
the Scriptures (cf. Luke 12:37-40; John 14:3;
1 Corinthians 1:7; 11:26; Philippians 3:20; etc.).
The Bible is quite frank in stating that a delay
would exist between the ascension of Christ and
His second coming. Even with the large number
of Bible texts advising us about the delay, it is
still easy to join with those in Peter’s time and
ask, “Why is the delay so long?”

The gracious Father in heaven never wants
His children to be left in a quandary of faith. He
provided the readers of Peter’s second letter an
answer to this nagging question. The delay is
now in progress; we are stuck waiting. Peter
reveals what we should do while we are stuck
waiting in 2 Peter 3:14-16.

REMEMBER TO... DO YOUR UTMOST
TO BE PREPARED (3:14)
Peter’s words stress preparation in twobroad
areas.
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Preparation with God

First, there must be preparation with God—
“peace” (3:14). Although some see this peace be-
ing applied toall relationships shared in the church
(to God, self, and others), the context seems to
limitit only to one’s relationship with God. Those
who await the second coming of Christ must be
sure they have made proper peace with God. This
is the clear teaching of Romans 5:1: “Therefore
having beenjustified by faith, we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” A peaceful
relationship with God results only when one has
beenjustified through Christ’s sacrifice. The means
of being justified is further discussed by Paul in
Romans 6. The believer has “died” to self, being
buried in immersion, and has risen a new person
fully justified by the grace of God. Itis impossible
for one to have peace with God until this process
hasbeen completed. In 1:2-4, Peter referred to this
reconciliation and peace with God. He remarked
that believers had become partakers of the divine
nature “having escaped the corruption that is in
the world.”

When we realize that we are terminal people
living on a terminal earth (3:10), we should
quickly sue for peace with God. How do you
stand in regard to having secured “peace” with
the Almighty God?

In 1666 an opinion ran rampant through the
nation that the end of the world would come in
that year. Sir Matthew Hale was sent that year to
judge on the Western Circuit. He was on the
bench hearing a case when a most terrible storm
broke with unexpected horror. The lightning
was so bright and the thunder so loud that many
claimed it was unearthly. A rumor ran through
the courthouse that the end of the world had
begun. The general assembly was thrown into
consternation, and all men forgot the business at
hand and began praying. This action added to
the horror of the storm. But the judge was not
affected and carried on with the business of the
court in his ordinary manner. He had made
peace with God and was not afraid about events.
How would you have reacted if you had been
caught in that unearthly catastrophe? Would
your fears of meeting the Almighty press heavily,
or would you wait with calm expectation for the
revealing of the Son of God? Make peace with
God while you are stuck waiting for the coming
of Christ Jesus.
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Preparation for Life

Second, there must be preparation in life—
“spotless and blameless” (3:14). The words found
here are the exact opposite of those found in 2:13
describing the people wedded to the ungodliness
of this world: “They are stains and blemishes.” To
help you understand the interesting use found
here, consider the words in the original Greek.
“Spot” is translated from the word spiloi, while
“spotless” comes from the Greek word aspilos. The
word “blemish” is from momoi, while “blameless”
is derived from amometos. Peter urges believers to
live exactly opposite from those in the world.
Believers are to be free from the vices which stain
and blot the soul (cf. Revelation 3:4). Basically, this
pointaddresses the morality of daily living. Believ-
ers are to make sure they live as their Lord did.
Christ lived each day “unblemished and spotless”
(1 Peter 1:19). When believers discipline theirlives,
they will live in the same way and be prepared for
the Lord’s return (1 John 3:3).

This encouragement is timely for God’s chil-
dren today. How easy it is to become engrossed
in this world and forget about the world thatis to
come! Peter tries to warn us about being blinded
by the anxieties and cares of this world. He urges
us to “be diligent.” The term literally means to
strive earnestly, zealously for an objective. One
of the newer translations renders this phrase as
“make every effort.” We must have enthusiasm
as we wait for the Lord to return. A halfhearted
response will never do (cf. Ephesians 2:10).

This response of Peter to the anxious cries of his
brethren who longed for the second coming needs
to be understood today. Use this time to prepare
yourself for the Lord’s return. Prepare first, by
establishing a peaceful relationship between your-
self and God. Prepare, second, by living a life of
moral uprightness. Prepare by being diligent. As
one old saint faced the end of his days, he reflected
on these timely words of Peter. His remarks are
impressive: “There is nothing more certain than
death; nothing more uncertain than the time of
dying. I will, therefore, be prepared for that at all
times, which may come at any time, and must
come at one time or another. I shall not hasten my
death by being ready, but sweeten it. It makes me
not die the sooner, but the better.” That is sage
wisdom which all should realize.

While you are stuck waiting for Christ to
come back, use every minute to make sure you



are ready. Have the attitude of the psalmist who
prayed, “Let the words of my mouth and the
meditation of my heart be acceptable in Thy
sight, OLord, my rock and my redeemer” (Psalm
19:14).

REMEMBER TO ... KEEP YOUR MIND
FOCUSED ON THE PURPOSE OF
DELAY (3:15a)

Peter asks his readers to remember a point
thathe has already forcefully made. The delay in
Christ’s return exists so that all who so desire
may be saved (cf. 3:9). You could paraphrase the
point like this, “And remember why He is wait-
ing. He is giving us time to get His message of
salvation to others.” Instead of viewing the de-
lay as a broken promise by God, we are urged to
seeitasevidence of His great patience to provide
all men with peace.

The godless may scoff at the delay because
they fail to understand its benevolent purpose.
They fail to realize that during the delay God is
holding the door of salvation open as long as
possible. But when the Bridegroom comes for
His bride, the door of hope will be slammed shut
never to be reopened. All who wait until the last
minute to be saved will face the same catastro-
phe as the foolish virgins. They returned after
buying additional oil for their lamps only to find
“the door was shut” and their pleas for the door
to be reopened fell upon deaf ears (cf. Matthew
25:1-13).

Christians have a pressing duty to realize
that they are bound by the delay in Christ’s
return to reach others by teaching them the gos-
pel. During the delay, itis wrong for God’s saints
to imagine that they have no duty or obligation
to the lost. Christ spoke of His mission: “My
meat is to do the will of Him that sent me, and to
accomplish His work.” His mission was to come
to earth to save lost men (John 3:16). But He
urged the same mission upon His disciples:

Do you not say, “There are yet four months, and
then comes the harvest”? Behold, I say to you, lift
up your eyes, and look on the fields, that they are
white for harvest. Already he who reaps is
receiving wages, and is gathering fruit for life
eternal; . . . (John 4:35, 36).

Since the Lord is delaying His return so lost souls
can be saved, do you see your personal duty to

help seek and save lost souls? The time is short.
We must act quickly in seizing opportunities to
fulfill our obligations.

What will you do while you are “stuck wait-
ing” for Jesus to return? Hopefully, you will “go
out” and invite others to come and share in the
wonderful peace Christians have with God (cf.
Matthew 22:9; Luke 14:22, 23).

The following story illustrates the plight of
present-day evangelistic zeal in the church. When
a little boy was lost in the woods, an alarm was
sounded. The whole community responded: Fish-
ermen abandoned their boats, merchants closed
and left their shops, farmers forsook their plows
and fields, and housewives left their washing and
ironing. Everyone turned out to hunt for the little
fellow. Feverish haste was evident because dur-
ing the night harm might come to him. With their
tireless searching, the frightened child was found.
As aresult of the rescue, joy was felt by all. Today
thatlittleboy is grown. Heislostagain, butno one
seems to care. His mom and dad are too busy
making aliving. The church is toobusy and seems
not to care. No alarm is sounded. Yet a far worse
fate looms ahead for him now—he is lost in sin
and no one seems to care enough to do anything
about it. Be diligent in using the delay to save the
souls of those who are lost.

REMEMBER TO ... HANDLE THE
SCRIPTURES IN THE RIGHT
WAY (3:15b, 16)

The delay in Christ’s return has been ad-
equately explained (cf. 3:8-13). Even with that
clear explanation, some will refuse to accept it.

Such occurred in Peter’s day (3:4, 15b, 16).
Paul had to deal with Hymeneus and Alexander
who erred regarding this delay (2 Timothy 2:17,
18). Even in our day, this tendency is evident. A
casual reading of the general “religious” publica-
tions of our society will reveal certain “date
fixers” whose calculations “prove” that Jesus is
going to return on a specific date.

An incredible instance of this type of date-
fixing is found in the history of the Seventh Day
Adventist Church. Its founder, William Miller,
decided thatJesus was going to return sometime
between March 21, 1843, and March 21, 1844. The
year came and went without Christ’s return. A
certain Samuel Snow of that church then decided
that Miller had failed to consider a critical factor
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in determining Christ’s return. Mr. Snow then
set October 22, 1844, as the exact day on which
Christ was to return. As the day approached,
people gathered on the tops of barns and silos to
be closer to the Lord when He appeared. The sun
set on October 22, 1844, just as it had done on all
the days before, and Christ failed to return ac-
cording to Snow’s prediction. That date is known
in the Adventist camp as the “Great Disappoint-
ment.”

Peter cautions us aboutsuch prophetic frauds.
He advises that while we are stuck waiting for
the Lord’s return we had better not be beguiled
by false teachers.

The emphasis in this point is upon doctrinal
steadfastness. We must be sure to handle rightly
God’s Word (cf. 2 Timothy 2:15). Peter says that
some unethical teachers “distort” the Scriptures.
This term refers to the action of a windless
wrench, an instrument of torture, or the “rack.”
Peterusesithere to portray the distortion, strain-
ing, and twisting that false teachers use on truth.
They will twist and torture the truth so that it
appears to uphold their error. Those who par-
ticipate in such acts will face destruction (3:16b).

God expects us to act with responsibility
when we interpret His Book. We must be consis-
tent with all other biblical texts. We must not
change fundamental doctrines. We must have
the same attitude toward Scripture that Psalm
119 presents:

With all my heart I have sought Thee; do not let
me wander from Thy commandments. . . . I shall
delight in Thy statutes; I shall not forget Thy
word. ... Thy testimonies also are my delight; they
are my counselors (Psalm 119:10, 16, 24).

During the in-between stage while we are
waiting for Christ’s return, God has given us the
Bible to guide us. Let us be honest in its doctrine
and truthful in its application to our lives. To do
otherwise brings a grim harvest on the judgment
day!

CONCLUSION
The Lord has delayed His return so our delay
in rendering obedience to His will may cease.
Peter’s thoughts could not be stated in clearer
terms. Procrastination on our part will only lead
to tragedy. Let us be careful and not hesitate or
prolong our delay in obeying His commands.
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During a violent storm, a trading vessel was
wrecked on the west coast of England. Many of the
crew perished, but the captain and his wife reached
safety by climbing upon a rock away from the
waves. The danger was not over. The tide was
rising, and the cold was intense. Unless assistance
came soon, they would die. Happily, they were
seen from the shore. A boat was sent to attempt
their rescue. As the boat could not possibly come
close to the rock, the only alternative was to project
a rope by rocket to them and then haul them
through the surf within reach of the boat. After
many fruitless attempts, this succeeded. Then the
only way of deliverance was for them to spring into
the waves at the moment of their highest swell and
be borne over the danger and pulled into the boat.
The wife was the first to make the attempt and was
told what to do. All was ready. The big wave
swelled to her feet. “Now!” shouted the crew.
“Jump into the water!” She trembled, hesitating for
only a moment. But that moment was fatal. She
leaped towards the receding wave, fell upon the
rugged rocks below and the next moment was
dragged on board a mangled, lifeless corpse. The
captain, ignorant of her hapless fate, followed, and
taking the wave in its swell was saved.

How deadly delay can be when it comes to
obeying God’s commands to be saved. Do not
wait! When you understand this point, you can
see why Paul was so urgent in his pleadings:
“Behold, now is ‘the acceptable time,” behold,
now is ‘the day of salvation’” (2 Corinthians 6:2b).

“Why is God taking so long?” “What are we
to do until He comes?” These pressing questions
are clearly answered by Peter. We are indeed
stuck waiting for Jesus Christ to return. But
being stuck does not mean we should be doing
nothing. Peter tells us, “Be diligent!”

—John Kachelman

Two Approaches to the Bible
(2 Peter 3:14, 16)

1. The Right Approach. “Be diligent” (3:14). This
leads to peace, spotlessness, and blameless-
ness.

2. The Wrong Approach. “Distort” the Scriptures
to suit our prejudices (3:16). This leads to
destruction.



Closing Reminders
(2 Peter 3:14-16)

1. Remember the certainty of the second com-
ing—"“you look” (3:14).

2. Remember your personal responsibility—"“be
diligent” (3:14).

3. Remember why the Lord is delaying—"the
patience” (3:15a).

4. Remember your obligation to Scripture
(3:15b, 16).

L 2

Responses to the Second Coming
(2 Peter 3:14-16)

Since the second coming is a fact (“there-
fore”), Peter says we should do four things in
response to such a fact.

1. “You look”—be watchful and anxious for it

(cf. 3:12).

2. “Be diligent”—be dutiful in service.
3. “Be found”—be among the saved elect.
4. “Regard”—be properly disposed inmind and

reason.
'S
Who Are the “Beloved”?
(2 Peter 3:14)

1. Those who were in fellowship with Peter
(3:1) because of obedience (cf. 1:1-4).

2. Those who have an abiding faith in God’s
promises (3:8).

3. Those who wait for the second coming with
joyful expectation (3:14).

4. Those who strive to win lost souls (3:15).

*

Remember, Quality Is Job #1
(2 Peter 3:14-16)

The motto “Quality Is Job #1” is apt for all
saints of God. They are able to live a quality life
among all the world. The reasons they are able to
do this are found in Peter’s words.

1. They have quality in relationships—“be-
loved.”
2. They have quality in future hopes—"“look”;

“regard the patience of the Lord.”
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3. Theyhave quality in daily living—"diligent”;
“at peace”; “spotless.”
4. Theyhavestandards of quality—the inspired

Scriptures—“wisdom.”
*

What Will He Find?
(2 Peter 3:14)

The Scriptures speak about Christ’s coming
back and “finding” the true condition of man (cf.
Mark 13:36; etc.). Peter mentions three specifics
that are essential to Christ finding in us the heart
of the saved saint:

1. There must be “peace” with Him.
2. There must be a life that is “spotless.”
3. There must be character that is “blameless.”
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Why the Second Coming
Has Been Delayed
(2 Peter 3:14-16)

Peter’s readers were concerned about the
delay in Christ’s return. This apprehension was
leading to doubt and despair. Peter answers the
doubt in a clear way.

1. The Reason. God’s love seeks the salvation of
all (3:9, 15a).

2. The Support. Two facts support this conclu-
sion: (1) Peter’s inspired words (3:9, 10) and
(2) Paul’s inspired words (3:15, 16).

3. The Conclusion. Since this is true we must
busy ourselves in God’s service (3:12; John
4:34).
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Facts About the Bible
(2 Peter 3:15, 16; cf.
1 Corinthians 2:1-16)

—_

It is God’s wisdom (3:15)—*“the wisdom.”

2. It is written by men inspired with God’s
wisdom—*“given him.”

3. It was sent by God to mortal men—“unto
you.”

4. Tt contained some facts hard to understand,
but not impossible.

5. It can be abused and distorted.

6. It can bring salvation or destruction.
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